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The Mixed-Marriage Problem 


Frank H. SpEARMAN 


Reprinted, with leave, from the “Ave Maria” 


HE subject of mixed marriages is, for the Church 
and for intelligent Catholics, always a difficult one. 
Perhaps, after all, it is only convictions that really cost. 
In any case, however, for those Catholics to whom the 
mixed marriage is brought closely home, whether they be 
intelligent or otherwise, the results are almost invariably 
painful. If I can have anything to suggest on the ques- 
tion it will be based on the conditions, as I see them, sur- 
rounding the subject in our own day and our own country. 
I remark, then, that outside the Church we are sur- 
rounded in our country today with an atmosphere of 
almost complete religious indifference; and this is more 
noticeable, if we may particularize, among our younger 
people. Beginning with the currents of thought to which 
the national mind turned after the excitement of our 
Civil War, all foundations of dogmatic Christianity 
among the sects have been gradually but persistently un- 
dermined ; and this chiefly, it should be noted, by the re- 
ligious leaders themselves. It has seemed the fashion in 
the pulpit—with but few exceptions, and these stubborn 
clergymen found their views most unpopular—to meet 
the enemies of Christianity rather more than half way in 
their attack, and to concede pretty much everything that 
loose infidel thought demanded. The preachers have 
seemed to think that, by making an agnostic view their 
own, they could strengthen their hold on the pews. Act- 
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ing in this belief, when the foes of Christianity have 
wrenched one stone from the arch of Christian faith, the 
minister, without being asked, has usually handed them 
two more. 

In addition to this factor in disintegrating the Evan- 
gelical creeds, those leaders of the sects who have sought 
to defend their dogmatic positions, and keep intact the 
older Protestant disciplines, have now for twenty years 
been forced in holding the congregations to their Chris- 
tian traditions to contend with an unexampled increase in 
the wealth and prosperity of our country. And since the 
sectarian discipline is in itself necessarily feeble—e. g., as 
concerns the proper observance of Sunday,— every whim 
and desire of the church-going people have searched out 
defects in it and found reasons for abating it. The con- 
gregations have, in point of fact, taken the law into their 
own hands and adapted church discipline to about what 
they were willing to accept. The Protestant minister has 
become the roi fainéant of the pews. If he has stood 
stanchly for the older order, he has been more or less 
discourteously “deposed” by the influential pew members ; 
if he has compromised, he has been tolerated, provided 
he was clever; and thus merely clever men without deep 
convictions have survived the inevitable but unhappy 
situation. 

This brings us to a generation of our young men and 
young women of today whose parents have, for the most 
part, been affiliated more or less vaguely with some 
church. But the atmosphere of indifferentism in the 
home as well as in the church has, of course, reflected 
itself in still greater degree in the mental attitude of the 
younger generation: these are, all of them, much farther 
from the Rock of Ages than their parents feel, even 
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though they themselves rarely go to church. The re- 
ligious views of the young people are so nebulous as no 
longer to be entitled to the designation of faith: they are 
virtually agnostic, and their conduct is governed solely 
by the dictates of natural prudence and the usages of 
society. Nevertheless, they are the same happy, care-free 
youths that the rising generation always has been, and 
always will be. Usually they mean to do about what is 
right; they are naturally decent and not depraved, but 
they are certainly without strong convictions on any sub- 
ject, except perhaps that they should have a good time. 

Coinciding with the demoralizing attitude of the pulpit, 
we have, as concerns Christianity, a correspondingly de- 
moralizing attitude in practically all non-Catholic schools. 
Here the great aim seems to be to harmonize all possible 
views of life—good and bad, and the more the better,— 
and to square with these in a nebulous blend, life’s duties 
and responsibilities. No philosophy in this atmosphere 
need despair of recognition, provided it is urged with 
sufficient clamor and assurance by pagan or Christian, 
skeptic or sensualist. Walt Whitman and St. Francis 
are in equally good standing in these halls of learning. 
The name of our gentle saint, taken in vain, is frequently 
found in non-Catholic sermons, lectures and essays of 
the day, coupled with the names of Luther, Mahomet, 
Nietzsche, and Tolstoi; and to this appalling congeries 
of notabilities is usually appended, for “punch,” the name 
of the Saviour of men. 

In conditions and environments such as these, we need 
be at no loss to appraise the mental attitude of the 
American young person of today concerning Christianity 
and its claims. It is one of innocent, if not quite com- 
plete, ignorance. And to the young person all variations 
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of the Christian Faith look much alike. The Church, it 
is true, is much farther aloof than the sects from their 
vision. With the latter they have a degree of familiarity ; 
with the Church, little or none. We live, too, in a period 
of urban and suburban life. But, broadly speaking, one 
must get down to the small towns and the country dis- 
tricts to find Evangelical religion still taken with the 
seriousness to which any variation of Christianity, no 
matter how mutilated, should be entitled at the hands of 
any youth. It is also especially true that the urban popu- 
lation of our country includes the greater number of our 
own young men and women, and it is with the fortunes 
of these that we have to deal. In view, then of the con- 
ditions I have briefly outlined, I have become convinced 
that mixed marriages for our young people are, for the 
greater part, wholly unnecessary, and that many of them 
now take place solely because of the lack of a little reas- 
onable effort on the part of those directly and indirectly 
concerned. 

The attitude today of the average non-Catholic young 
man and woman toward the question of embracing the 
Catholic Faith in view of marriage is merely one of 
being asked to undertake something about which they 
know practically nothing, and concerning which they have 
very little feeling either one way or the other. The older 
generation, that spent its evenings at home, read seriously, 
and filled itself with the historical falsehoods which for 
300 years have marked the non-Catholic attitude toward 
the Church, has passed, at least, so far as the marriage 
question is concerned. Youth today is almost universally 
as free as a March wind from any very deep-seated prej- 
udice in any direction. It is a sad thing to contemplate 
the decay and passing of Evangelical faith; but in this 
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decay prejudice likewise has lessened, and the young 
mind of our country is largely indifferent on all serious 
subjects. 

There is still, however, one subject on which the mind 
of youth never is indifferent, and I hope never will be in- 
different, that is, the subject of human love and the de- 
sire for conjugal happiness. Outside the heroic virtues 
of the religious life, there is no motive in human conduct 
so moving and so compelling as this; and young people 
filled with hope and happiness will continue to mate until 
the end of time. What remains for their fathers and 
mothers is to urge that, for the happiness of their future, 
they take into account the experience and observation of 
those who have seen one full generation come and go, 
have noted the pitfalls of the mixed marriage, and who 
realize better than their children that the mixed marriage 
is not, after all, so hard to escape. 

Let us examine for a moment the attitude of the Cath- 
olic youth who becomes interested in one outside his or 
her Faith. Unhappily, some of these young Catholics 
also, not soundly trained in their religion, have imbibed 
the atmosphere of indifferentism with which they are 
surrounded in the world. Such are in themselves re- 
sponsible for a good many mixed marriages,—more re- 
sponsible than the non-Catholic partner. The primary 
fault in such cases lies, of course, with the Catholic 
parents who have neglected the proper training of their 
children. The result is that many of our young people 
contract mixed marriages when there is no unavoidable 
reason for so doing. They are simply guilty of a com- 
plete lack of effort to bring the non-Catholic into the 
Church, and this I characterize as the responsibility of 
the slothful Catholic for entering into a mixed union. 
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More than once I have personally known non-Catholic 
young men and young women who were absolutely indif- 
ferent on the question of coming into the Church. I have 
known them to declare that the question of their becoming 
Catholic was “up” to the Catholic prospective partner; 
and it has been at times an amazement to me that young 
Catholics, naturally ignorant of the pitfalls ahead, could 
be too indifferent even to ask a prospective life-partner 
to look into the claims of the Church. I have seen this 
even when children have been reared in homes of mixed 
marriages and themselves been made familiar with some- 
thing of the distresses they mean to a sensitive Catholic 
partner. 

Young Catholics of the class I am considering are 
hyper-sensitive on the question of their Faith. They con- 
ceive it as viewed with a sort of abhorrence by the non- 
Catholic, whereas it is usually viewed with nothing more 
than an innocent ignorance of its claims on all well-dis- 
posed men and women. In reality, the Catholic often 
needs but to stretch out his or her hand to bring the 
partner into the Church. They make little or no attempt 
to do this, because their own conception of the subject 
makes it a bugbear for them. They invest, in their 
thoughts, the mind of their non-Catholic friend with a 
body of views to which it is quite likely to be a complete 
stranger. Far from being viewed with serious suspicion 
or distrust by intelligent non-Catholics, the Church is 
secretly respected and looked up to by them. It is often 
defended from the best Protestant pulpits. The high 
esteem in which it is held by the ablest of our jurists, 
editors, educators, and public men, alone constitutes a 
stamp of approval to the informed non-Catholic mind. 

I do no more than to note an exception among unin- 


THE MIXED-MARRIAGE PROBLEM 299 





formed and extremely provincial people who openly or 
covertly sympathize with vulgar propagandas, such as 
those conducted by the Menace and similar anti-Catholic 
publications. When the Catholic youth in the humbler 
walks of life comes in contact with a possible mate im- 
bued with these stupid falsehoods, a course of treatment 
is needed that must begin with a mental fumigation. If 
the human love of such a person is not strong enough to 
open his or her heart to the truth, then let the Catholic 
partner beware. No earthly happiness lies in that di- 
rection. 

We have also a large number of conscientious Catholic 
youth who, facing the prospect of a mixed marriage, are 
imbued with the same undue timidity of the comparatively 
indifferent young Catholic. For such of our young people, 
there exists an urgent need of guidance and counsel on 
this subject of timidity. To be effective, such counsel 
needs to be given not after our youth are facing the mar- 
riage question, but before. They should be calmly and 
quietly grounded while their minds are still open—not 
after they are obsessed with an idea of the danger of of- 
fending a loved one—in the understanding that they pos- 
sess in the Catholic religion the solitary earthly and heav- 
enly treasure in the whole religious world; that they are 
ignorantly rich yet amazingly fortunate in their birthright 
as Catholics, in that they have been born into the only 
Church to which the great part of intelligent men of the 
world, whether they are Catholic or non-Catholic, pay 
their meed of praise. Point out to such young Catholics, 
unwearyingly and in ample time, that the sects are praised 
by their own leaders solely ; but the Church is praised by 
infidels, agnostics, sectarians, really by practically all, re- 
ligious or irreligious, who possess that great intelligence 
to which the world looks up. 
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Frequent, short, altar-talks are needed along these lines 
of reassuring Catholic youth while they still may easily 
be reassured, of making them in advance, not only confi- 
dent but proud of the religious ground they hold. 
Every pastor may well occupy his thoughts, year in and 
year out, with the mixed-marriage problem. He should 
not wait until an engagement is announced to him before 
he begins to work, frequently it is then too late. He 
should fortify his youth far in advance by telling them 
over and over that they are heirs to the strongest, highest 
and best Christianity in the world; that this Christianity 
has stood the “acid test” of all the centuries; proved the 
best protection for woman and the noblest restraint for 
man ever brought into the world; and affords in its prac- 
tice and discipline the surest guarantee of wedded happi- 
ness. He should correct the idea lodging in their minds 
that it is a fearful and impossible thing to present Cath- 
olic claims to the one brave boy or fair girl in whose 
hands they believe their future happiness rests. He 
should, years ahead, tell them what folly it is to raise 
imaginary mountains of difficulty where none really exist, 
and counsel them to be courageous and to take at the out- 
set of an acquaintanceship high and firm ground on the 
subject of one Faith for a really happy home. 

Clergymen who have done this in some parts of our 
country, I recall La Crosse and Denver, have almost 
eliminated mixed marriages from their parishes. Less 
of good is accomplished by the hammering process, gone 
into at the last moment; its results being only confusing 
and usually frightening to the Catholic youth. The dark 
side, the prospective unhappiness, is properly to be dwelt 
on in the advance counseling; but the point with which 
to clinch the argument is that in more than ninety cases 
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out of a hundred the mixed marriage is wholly unneces- 
sary ; that the proper effort put forth in the beginning by 
the Catholic will result usually in an enlightening of view 
and a conversion for which the loved one will never after- 
ward cease to return thanks to the Catholic partner. 

During more than two generations a great and in- 
creasingly important body of Catholic schools have been 
making their educational influence felt in our country. 
Here again a consensus of the best non-Catholic opinion 
is that this body of schools makes for the highest and 
best in the education of American youth. The greater 
part of the students of these schools are, naturally, Cath- 
olic; but their halls of learning are likewise sought by a 
considerable body of non-Catholic youth, purely for the 
advantages they afford in training and discipline. 

I remark that these schools are conducted by religious 
societies and Orders that have had their beginnings, as 
a rule, in Europe. They have brought to our American 
life many valuable social traditions and much social and 
educational discipline, and these have proved of ines- 
timable value to us. It is quite natural, however, that 
not all of these traditions and disciplines are precisely 
fitted to our American needs. The primary object of 
every religious teacher, that for which our religious have 
sacrificed the allurements of the world and to which they 
have devoted their lives, is to implant and guard the 
Christian Faith in the heart of the pupil. But when we 
consider what our Catholic schools are doing in preserv- 
ing European customs, we find that they are guarding 
with the utmost strictness against every possibility of the 
school acquaintanceship between, let us say, a body of 
convent girls and a corresponding body of Catholic col- 
lege men. We behold our devoted teachers preparing 
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our young women and our young men in institutions 
strictly separate (as such institutions should be) for the 
duties and responsibilities of life, and leading them in 
their youthful training as far as the matrimonial age, and 
to matrimony the greater number of their students must 
look forward ; and, having painstakingly done this, leav- 
ing them to plunge unaided into the social life in which 
marriage originates. 

I have sometimes thought that an article should be 
written to be entitled, “Wanted: Among Our Catholic 
Schools: Matrimonial Agencies”! Consider a moment 
the attitude and the tradition of the religious, as teachers, 
on the subject of matrimony for their pupils. They have 
brought with them on this subject the European traditions 
of the convent and the college. But for us these are 
absolutely valueless. In the European countries, mar- 
riages have been arranged by parents; they charge them- 
selves with finding a life-mate for their son or daughter. 
In America, an attempt of this sort, if it were made by a 
solicitous parent, would not be regarded seriously, even 
by a good Catholic boy or girl; and would, in any case, 
be likely to end in confusion and failure for the parent. 
I do not say whether this is for better or for worse, but 
I do say that, as a rule, our children make their own 
matches. 

Shall not the schools, then, within perfectly legitimate 
bounds, undertake to be of some assistance in making 
acquainted bodies of Catholic young men and Cath- 
olic young women? I have seen academies for our girls 
and colleges for our young men, situated within a few 
blocks of each other, where the respective student bodies 
never cross each other’s thresholds. What, in the name 
of common-sense, is gained by this sort of tradition-worn 
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seclusion? I am not advocating the letting down of the 
proper bars that should segregate the sexes in their 
school-work. What I am urging is that our schools must 
also have their social side: that open doors and open days 
are needed in the convent régime for college student 
bodies; and that, at certain times, colleges should open 
their doors in the same way, and during periods of social 
activities prudently to be developed. 

Why are we not to give Catholic young men and 
women at our convents and colleges a chance to get 
acquainted? Why may not tea be drunk in convent and 
college reception rooms at student gatherings of young 
men and women? Why may not even afternoon parlor- 
dancing be countenanced under such circumstances? 
Athletic games, too, should be made social occasions. 
Could real or fancied dangers from such innovations pro- 
duce any worse results than those we see daily about us 
in mixed marriages? Already the teaching Orders have 
been forced to drop certain of their Old-World tradi- 
tions, and they find themselves none the losers through 
the necessity. I remember the time when day scholars 
were taken into the convent at eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing and kept until five in the afternoon. Today, I ven- 
ture to say, such hours would be looked on as an absurd- 
ity in an American convent as well as outside it. Such 
hours prevail in Europe to this day ; but if they have not 
been done away with here in all of our schools, the end 
must be fast approaching. 

I recall a time when even the parents of certain bodies 
of convent girls were not allowed to be present at the 
graduating exercises. This may have been an excellent 
rule in some other country, at some other time; it is too 
exotic to find any place in our life; it is, to put it bluntly, 
absurd. So, too, I believe, it will sometime be looked 








304 THE MIXED-MARRIAGE PROBLEM 





back on as an absurdity that our devoted body of teach- 
ers should carefully conduct the boy and girl, complete 
strangers, to that period of life when they face the matri- 
monial whirlpool, and leave them to plunge into non- 
Catholic society without having given them in school days 
a single chance to know other young people. I need do 
no more than point out how, despite all the defects of 
discipline in non-Catholic schools, undeniably successful 
they have been, not let us say, in encouraging matrimony 
between their young men and young women, but in af- 
fording them the chance of acquaintanceship and of 
breaking the social ice before they leave school. 

Details of such suggestions as I have made must be 
worked out by the teaching bodies; but they present no 
insuperable difficulties. It is for the idea itself that I 
contend, because it seems to me sane and practical to meet 
our needs. If I were a teacher in a Catholic school and 
had given my life to the training of youthful pupils, I 
should esteem my most devoted effort a partial failure— 
sometimes a very sad failure—if I saw my Catholic girl 
or Catholic young man walk out in the world into a mixed 
marriage, knowing in my own heart that I had failed to 
do what might have been done in giving them a chance 
to meet other Catholic youth in their school and college 
days. 

Shall we not, then—clergy, teachers and parents,—take 
advantage of the chaotic conditions all about us and try 
to render it easier for our young people to make converts 
of their prospective life-partners, and likewise to know 
their Catholic fellow-students? There can be no exag- 
geration in asserting that the responsibility for a large 
proportion of the unnecessary mixed marriages rests with 
us as well as with the youth who enter into them. 
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A Remedy for Mixed Marriages 


R. A. MutrKowskKI 


HE mixed-marriage problem is certainly a vital one, 
but its significance is much broader than that indi- 
cated by Mr. Spearman in the original article in the Ave 
Maria and in America’s editorial comments. For many 
priests seem content with helping their parishioners to 
become good individual Catholics, while as a matter of 
fact, this task is only the beginning of their obligations. 
In the parish the family is the unit, and all problems 
center around it. If the family continues, the parish con- 
tinues, and it is the priest’s business to see that it con- 
tinues, as a Catholic family. The pastor should encourage 
the young’s companionship, courtship and eventual mar- 
riage; if he does so, he will not have to complain of “old 
maids, of mixed marriages, and of stagnation.” Let us 
come to the root of the trouble and face conditions as 
they are. Fact one: there are altogether too many un- 
married women in many parishes; fact two: young rhen 
marry out of the parish; fact three: there is an astonish- 
ing number of mixed marriages; and fact four: some 
parishes are dying out or becoming stagnant. In one 
parish I have in mind in a northern city the conditions 
just outlined are a byword. “More devotions, more old 
maids, and more mixed marriages than any other parish 
in the city,” they say of this parish, and the situation is 
approaching a scandal. Yet the pastor maintains a rigid 
attitude and will not countenance a healthy association of 
young folk. 
Several years ago in a discussion of the social evil with 
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a number of physicians a prominent surgeon remarked: 
“Children go wrong because their parents and priests are 
short-sighted. Ministers of religion can write clever 
sermons advising people to be good, but when it comes to 
the practical problems of living and loving they are rigor- 
ous incompetents and do untold damage by their unbend- 
ing views. Youth must play, has a right to play. And 
the tendency is that if youth cannot play licitly, it will 
seek illicit diversion. There is the solution: watch the 
play of the children, and provide opportunity for play. 
Given decent play, decent courtship and marriage will 
follow. All fulminations anent the social evil are un- 
availing, if preventive work does not supplement the cor- 
rective work. Fewer sermons explaining goodness, more 
practical work making it possible, that is what we need.” 
These words apply to the problem of the parish. The 
criticism is severe, and to be fair I must say that priests 
are not always aware of the complaints. Why not? The 
ordinary man, thank God, has such reverence for the 
priesthood that he dares not object, or even insinuate that 
his priest may be wrong. But the failure to realize the 
trouble on the part of priests perpetuates it and does not 
remedy it. And a remedy is what we want. 

You have offered the solution, “Let Them Get Ac- 
quainted.” But to be effective, acquaintance should be 
based on mutual respect. And right here we touch a cen- 
tral difficulty. For in our Catholic colleges, one and all, 
and also in our parochial schools our boys and girls are 
not taught effectively respect and appreciation for young 
people of the other sex. The impression is fostered that 
girls are silly, weak, illogical. Conversely, as a convent 
girl put it, “We understood perfectly well that a male 
is something awful, with horns.” As for association of 
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boys with girls, Heaven forfend! Girls are good enough 
to amuse, they may be flattered, petted, tolerated, they 
may do for a momentary diversion, but they should cer-: 
tainly not be considered competent when it came to seri- 
ous matters! Yet the same colleges and schools teach 
veneration for motherhood ; they extol the influence, un- 
derstanding, love, and virtue of the mother. Why then 
the disparagement of those future mothers, girls in their 
teens? And pray, whence the miraculous change from 
the “silly fool of a girl” into a “maternal fount of wis- 
dom and virtue?” Ridicule for the girl, reverence for 
the mother—is this temporal distinction valid and logical? 
We would convert the heathen, whereas conversion is 
imperative in our very midst. Strike at the core if you 
would remove the sore. By all means “Let Them Get 
Acquainted,” but let this acquaintance be grounded on 
mutual respect, otherwise the results will be subversive 
of our aim. 
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The Danger of Mixed Marriages 


Watter Dwieut, S.J. 


HE readers of the CatHotic Minp are doubtless 
familiar with a striking painting entitled “Christ or 
Diana?” Its central figure is a beautiful Roman maiden, 
charged with being a Christian, whom a magistrate is ex- 
amining. Her wealthy, high-born pagan suitor is at her 
side and seems to be whispering: 

“Just offer a grain of incense to Diana to show you do 
not believe in Christ. That simple act will restore you to 
liberty, and then we will be happily married.” 

We do not know whether that girl chose life with a 
pagan husband rather than death for Christ, but at any 
rate she realized fully that choose she must. But too 
many of our Catholic youths and maidens today have the 
mistaken idea that they can marry an unbeliever without 
at all imperiling their faith or that of their children. Yet 
a little reasoning should show true Catholics how unholy 
such unions are; and facts and statistics in abundance 
prove all too well that the “mixed marriage” is often fol- 
lowed by the Catholic party’s loss of faith, and almost 
always by the loss of the children’s. 

If you saw a priest knowingly giving Communion to a 
Protestant, wouldn’t you be shocked? And if you saw a 
friend of yours entering a Russian church to make the 
First Friday wouldn’t you have some good advice for 
him? To be sure you would, and for excellent reasons. 
For that priest has conferred a holy Sacrament on one 
unfit to receive it, and your friend has received a Sacra- 
ment from one unworthy to give it. 

But the Catholic man or woman who marries a bap- 
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tized Protestant confers a holy Sacrament on one un- 
worthy to receive it, and receives the same from one unfit 
to confer it. For matrimony is no less a Sacrament than 
is the holy Eucharist, and the minister of matrimony is 
not the officiating priest, but each of the contracting 
parties ; the priest is only an authorized witness. Worse 
still if the non-Catholic is a Jew or an unbaptized infidel ; 
for then it is probable that even the Catholic party does 
not receive the Sacrament at all, but is robbed at the very 
threshold of married life of those graces which one yoked 
with an unbeliever needs more than anyone else. 

Then the Catholic party in these marriages is in con- 
stant danger of perversion. Though solemn promises 
have of course been exacted, the Protestant is quite in- 
capable of understanding the Catholic’s religious needs 
or obligations. The Protestant husband, for instance, is 
quite willing perhaps to go to Vespers now and then with 
his wife, and quarrels arise because she in turn will not 
accompany him to prayer-meeting. The upshot may be 
that for peace at any price she will go “just once” to her 
husband’s church, and find there so many superior social 
advantages that before long she hears Mass no more, and 
the minister is called in to baptize her babies. Or if 
mothers do not come to such a sad pass as this, the chil- 
dren grow up to see parents whom they love equally well, 
become divided in opinion and in practice on questions 
which the children are taught at church and Sunday- 
school, to be of prime importance. 

What is the result? At best lukewarm Catholicism 
soon passing as they grow older into indifference in re- 
ligion. “Father was a Presbyterian, and a better man 
than most Catholics whom I know,” the grown up chil- 
dren will argue, “so it can’t make much difference after 
all what one believes.” Then they end, perhaps by giving 
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up Mass altogether and making a Protestant marriage 
themselves. 

Is this picture overdrawn? No, for one of our bishops 
asserts that out of 450 cases of mixed marriages which 
fell under his notice, “Four hundred proved fatal to faith, 
and ninety per cent of the offspring of these marriages 
were lost to the Church,” and if lost to the Church they 
were probably lost to God. Moreover according to sta- 
tistics quoted by Father John A. Schmitt in his valuable 
pamphlet “How to Get Married,” we find that “When 
one parent is Catholic and the other Protestant, sixty-six 
out of every one hundred young men have no religion; 
that is, two-thirds are lost to the Faith.” 

As to the moral dangers which threaten the offspring 
of mixed marriages let the following fact be considered: 
The superior of one of our Houses of the Good Shepherd 
learned on questioning a number of young girls whom the 
courts found it necessary to commit to the care of the 
Sisters, that ninety out of one hundred and twenty were 
the fruit of mixed marriages. Comment here is surely 
needless. 

Yet nothing better than that is to be expected as long 
as Catholics meditating matrimony have an eye only to 
the income, or the social standing of the one they choose 
as a life-partner, while they pass over as a matter of quite 
minor importance, what is really the chief question to be 
considered: “Is my intended a good Catholic?” For un- 
less Catholics marry within the Fold, they seriously en- 
danger the pearl of price, their faith, and they also expose 
to the peril of losing their souls the children whom God 
may send them. While if they only seek first, in this 
matter as in all things else, the Kingdom of God, it is 
certain that, according to Our Saviour’s promise, all de- 
sirable temporal blessings will also be theirs. 
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